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+ T 15 not to be. doubted, but that 
the Papiſts (againſt whom the 
Penal Laws were moſt ſharp ) 
are and will be watchful toim- 
d prove to their utmoſt advan- 
tage, His Majeſties Declara- 
DS ns of Indulgence ; wherein 

ants Liberty to all ſorts 

of Diſlenters from Pa hurch of England, to cx- 
erciſe their Religions , and ſuſpends the Execu- 
tion of the. Penal Laws in force againſt them. 
They will now ſo much the more induſtriouſly ſer 
themſelves ro ſeduce Proteſtants, fince they may 
ſecurely own and defend their Perſwaſions , and. 
even their Prieſts openly a& in all parts their Fun- 
ion , which . was betore no leſs than Capital in 
any of His Majeſties Subje&s. It the induſtry we 
expe& from them meet wy with a proportionable 
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Xhe Eſtablifiied Religion 
"zeal in all one Protefients:® ol © el 
eanjeftpre t rhe ySugets will b&3 Wherf the 
Atraqtts is oaks or Mes i Wn. De- 
fence. faint and: negligent. *And therefore I think 
ir cannox be unſealonable, te. affer .a;Jew. Motives 
to the ftirring* up the zeal, and awakening the 
prudence of all ſuch Proteſtants as fear God, and 
love the King,. the Church, or themſelves's as well 
as to arm them with ſome Arguments for their 
own confirmation in the grounds of Proteſtancy,, 

in oppoſition to- Poperys.. 


IT., Thefirſt':Confideratton (hall be that of Duty 

to Almighty God, who: has made us Members of a 

Chriſtian Chu-ct,, in which we may afluredly.figd. 
valygtion ite continue: iv irs. and ue according to 

its Ryle$.and Preceprs-:©; This Chriſtian Church, our 

holy. Mather, has no-orher R#/e of Faith and PraQice 

»Artv.6, than the Holy a) Scripture, of which, when lefs was 
kaikim. 3. 15- Written than weohave now in our hands * Paul (6) 
faigjthen, ethtyiniete ble te thake bent unto falta- 

tion through faith'in Chrift Feſuws, Inreccives forCa- 

nonical Scripture .ncither- ks nor more than thoſe 

c Aitic. 13: Books. (c) of whoſe authority there was never any doubt 
in the Charch,. yielding bercin as much to Univerſal 

Tradition as any Church in the world : much more 

than the R6man. does; who -obtrudes her particular 

Coulins Schol. DiCtates and moſt notorious Innovations for the 
wes. Fundamentals of the Catholic Faith. Ir profefles 
the ſame Pazth. and no more than what all Chri-. 

firans have made the Badve and Symbol of their 

' Profeſſion,. namely, that which is briefly compris'd 

4.41.% Un the (4), Apoſtkes Creed ,, -explain'd in _ 0- 
| thers 


\- "I 
thers/ which are called "the'Nicene abd Athanafian, 
and proved -by the' 'H6ly Scriptures taken in that 
fenſe which is evidetit in the Text to any indif- 
derent jidgment, and approved by the conſent of 
the ( e ) Univerſal Church, the Decrees of. the * Jeve!'s 4put, 
firſt Gencral Councils and Writings of the Fa- 
thcrs, 

We are Members of a Church where are uſed 
the ſame ( f ) Sacraments waoich Chriſt cxpreſly left f 4-r. 25. 
in his Church, and no-other. Ve worſlyp the only ©#*chm in 


; «Bs the Lit, 
(g ) God, as we are taught to believe in him, and yg ar. x. 


no other, Our Adminiſtration ot this Worſhip and 
of tix fe Sacraments is in a (4) Language under- þ x Cor, 14. 6 
ſtood by all thoſe that are concerned in rhem, be- 7, 8- 
ing performed with ſuch ( z) Riccs as are azreeable MR pr toy 
ro the Word of GoJ, -being for Decency atid Or- rem 10the 
der; and we uſe them not as neceiſiry in theme ture 
felves , bur in obedience to that Authoricy which 
God has given to every particulir Church over its 
own Members... (4) Our Difcip/rme likewiſe is ac- k 4rt. 33. 
cording to the Scriptute Rule, and Primitive Par- 
terns, as far as the looſeneſs of this Age w.ll 
bear; and it this has weakned' the Diſcipline of 
our Church, we believe it has the ſame cfte& even commin.in 
in thoſe of the Roman Communion', © and © had ! Eur. 
no leſs in the Church of Corizth in the Apoſtles 
trmes. 

And for rhe (7) Perſons who are employed in ny of 07- 
the «Miniſtry of Gods Worſhip and Sacraments, 4in. 
and in the feeding and: governing. of the. Flock. of 173% ,,; 

; S | ave yl aata, | T de Mine 

Chriſt, ' they are Iawiully called to rheir Office Arg. Brambat, 
and Miniſtry, and' are conſecrated and' ordained 7 
according to the Scriptures z. and Canons of the 
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Univerſal Church :- and we ſhew the Sacceſſiors of 
our Biſhops to the Apoſtles: of Chriſt, asfully as ir 
can be ſhewn in any other Church at this day. 
Laſtly, We are members of a Church, which 
above all other Conſtitutions in the Chriſtian 
World enforces the: great; duties of. ( » ) obedience 
and ſubmiſſion to the eMagiſtrate, and teaches 
to be ſubje& not only for Wrath, but (vnſcience 
akts 
4 In all theſe reſpeAs our Church holds a Com- 
2uniow With all true Churches of Chriſt that areor 
have been in the World, and is together with them a 


true Member of that holy Catholic Apoſtolic Church 
- which was from the beginning, and will be to the 


end. Br 
As we pals not ſevere.cenſures on other Churches, 
though exceedingly erroncous, and are for thar 
charity naworthils repaid by the moſt criminal, 
that of Reme: So are we excommunicated by 
none that we know of, bur Her z The Pope herein 
dealing with-us as he does With all other Chriſtians 
in the (») World, namely, with moſt of the 
European Churches, and all in other parts, except 
thoſe few whom he has pained of late by his 
Miſhonarics. 

The common Cauſe for which we ſuffer is no- 
thing elſe but the defence of the ( o ) Faith which was 
once delivered to the Saints, and of that Liberty where. 
with Chriſt has made us free ; againſt thoſe additional 
Articles which he would intrude inro the one, and 
thar Anti-chriſtian Yoke which he would impoſe on 
the other. 

The Wifference between our caſe .and that of our 
fellow 


11) oppolition to Popery; "" 
fellow Chriſtians who ſuffer with us is only this; 
tharthey are ſhur out from Heaven as far as the 
Popes Cenſures - can do it, for they know not' 
whats many of them, even Millions in the remoter 
parts, having never fo much as heard ofhim, or his 
pretenſions z whereas we know them too well by 
woful Experiencce 

It is not much more than an hundred years fince 
that our Anceſtors were under his Tyranny : which 
as cheir Fathers had inſenlibly drawn upon themſelves, 
by their deference to the See of Rome,. from whence 
the Saxons had partly ( p) their Converſion ; ſothey pEchelbere 
having endured it as Jong as they were able, after ns 
many fruicleſs endeavours to make it tokrable, at England. 
laſt with one ( 9.) conſent threw: the Yoke off their Coane 
necks. | ; adelevs the 
Our Church being thus freed from the Viſurpa-- Pz faves 
tions of Reme by them who were deeply (7) im- m_ ms 
merſed in the errors and: Corruptions of it ; the beſt*r Herb. Hiſ. of 
ule they could+ make of their liberty was this, to 9:1. # Spced, 
reſtore the primitive purity of the Chriſtian Faith"**> O65 
and Worſhip , which ignorance and intereſt had 
fatally depraved. Indeed, *twas morally impoſ-- 
fible .rhar they. ſhould” paſs untamied through ſo /Guicciare.. 
many Ages of darkneſs ; when the Popes given UP-{eorar p 
to profligate (/ſ) viceſeem'd to drive on no-other 4. :,c. 13. 
deſign but for Wealth and Dominion ; when ſcarce Paror. ad 
any in their Communion underſtood the Originals of Cnc, Conf? 
Scripture ; when thoſe that governed were ſo jealous 5e/s. 11. 
of ir, that they would not ſuffer any ( # ) Tranſlation, Cen a# 
but the Latine, which -was overgrown the mean ap 3 ap I 
while (as they new confeſs) with many thouſands of ©l-m. 8. inthe 
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HlI.. Having conſidered the Obligation we haveto 
the Religion we-profeſs, it may be ſealonable next: 
to refle& on the Religion to-which-we are invited, 
- We are invited to one that recals us to the 
Idolatrovs practice of the» heathen World, to; 
u Concit, i (#4) pray unto our fellow Creatures canonized, to 
- * raph Saints and Heroes, to worſhip Images, and fall down 
[2 to the-ſtock ofa tree. Nay to the worthipins of the - 
x Colter, En. conſecrated hoſt,whichby the conteſſion of (x) Cofter, 
ch;1id. Cor. the Jeſuite, and Some others ,. is a more ftupid 


troverſ, c. 8. 
he uh p 308, Idolatry than- the worſt of the Heathens wereever 


(4 


; wy Tii- ouilty of, in caſe Tranſubſtantiation cannot be made 
Hen. 3, out. Now- that Tranſubſtantiation 1s not rea], we 


have all the evidence that we are capable of, -the teſt i- 
mony of our reaſon and our ſenſes. The abſurd-and ; 
morſtrous conſequences .of that DoErine 'wilt' ll 
Volumes, a great part of-which are with great truth; 
and juſtice drawn together by Dr. Brevzent in his late. 
Tra& enticuled, The Depth - and Miſtery of the Romasn 
AMas, W | <1] L811 Tho 
We ac invited to a Religion that takes from us,; 
vConcil. Coz» half the Sacrament of the Euchariſt, (3) norwith- 
| wry '3' landing the Inſtitution of Chriſk in expreſs words, and 
Bell. de Euch, 20twithſtanding the practice of the Primitive Church 
4 _ to the contrary. } (fo) 91Eiftur 
\ -We are invited to a Church that: revives: the 

z 1adex lib, 'Heathen Perſecution of raking away our{z) Biblcs , 
probib. reg. 4+ and would involve every Lay-man in the- guilt of 


Bell. de verbo 4 ; ; . 
wag being a * Trador , the next ſtep. in - the account 


F 


Y Aicaun Mile- of the Primitive Church to . Apoſtacy :itom: : rhe 
Virarle &. 1. 
- Cont, Parmen, 


Chriſtian Faith, Ve are invited /:to 2 Church 
that as it takes away the Scriptures and half the 
Com- 


inoppolition topopery? = 7 
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Publick Prayers, putting the Offices in an un-- 
known f Tongue ; inſfomuch that when about t 467. tow. 
thirteen years ago ſome of the Prelates of the 4#919%«:. ex de- 
Church of Frazce had taken care to tranſlate the 3,15 
Liturgy and Scripture inro the vulgar Tongue, Cherubini ut- 
Pope (a) Alexander the ſeventh damns the Ar. 7799p. 
tempt, and under pain of Excommunication com- me 
mands all perſons to bring in their Books to be 4's 4ſenit ge- 
publicly burnt. We are tempted to a Religion, 4, x;%, 1, 
which contrary to the command of trying all things, 4 Paris, es An. 
and holding faſt that which is good, and paying to 155%: ©1661, 
God a reaſonable ſervice, enjoyns an (6b) implicite 6Beil. de Rom, 
Faith and blind Obedience: to a Religion that ©9% 4-4: 
inſtead of the guidance of the Word of God, ſets 
up an (<c ) infallible Judge and Arbitrator of all « Bellzr. de 
Dodtrines, the Pope of Rowe : Vhich inſtead of © (3 
the faith once delivered to the Saints adds (d) new d Zude;. 
Articles of Faith , which inſtead of that one pro- 
pitiation made by Chriſt, and the condition thereof 
Faith and Repentance , ſets remiſſion of fins upon 
quite other terms, and propoſes that gift of God to 
be bought with Money inthe vile Market of (e) In- , gettar. 4s tv 
dulgences for inſtance, (f) Sacriledge is valued at dutz tr. 
ſeven groſles, Inceſt at five, Simony ſeven, Perjury fix, f 74*« cant. 
Murder five, and ſo on in the Tax of the Apoſtolic ** 
Chancery. | 
Weare invited to a Church where we muſt be 
Schiſmatics that we may be Catholics, and adhere 
rothe (g) Roman in oppoſition to all other that is , puta, , 
to the Catholic Church. Eccleſ, "ry 
' *Twere endleſs by retail to reckon - up . the 
Errors and the Guilts to which we are invited ; 
B the 
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of Bira"y. rowed from Father A/ford; the improbable , that 


Currie Teal equal to that of the palline (7) Romans Who: . 


the ford ridiculons Rites, this” ſiiporſticious 4 bure 
thenſom and heatheniſh'Cerenibfiies, the Exoreifars' 
and Cojjurtions , the Blaſphetnies and! forged 
Miracles, Cheats and pious Frauds, the Lies and 
Stories ſtupid and impoſſible as thoſe of Awidi de 
Ganl, th Kight of the Sun, or the Seven Champi- 
ons, Witneſs the Golden Legend , the Lives of the 
Sairits, of S, Prancis, Bruno., S. Dominick and infi- 
nite others, of if we have a mind to & Romance 
of our own, the long Tak of 'a Tub' which 
Hiſt, (hb) Father Strenm Creſſy has lately put out ber- 


is, the greater Miracles, as he tells us, beins 
omitted becauſe of the unbelief of the Heretics:; 
and yet enow are left ro weary the credality 
of the moſt ſanguine Catholic : Wherein Alſo, 
as he tells us, we may ſee the Fatth of our 
Forefarhers, and truly we have great reaſon to- 
thank him for the proſpe&, which (as he tepreſents 
it) gives ns ſtrong inducements info unequal a com- 
petition, to retein our own. *, 

' Notwithſtanding all that has been faid , there 
are a fort of pacific Writers, who repreſent 
the. DoEtrines of the Church of Kome under 2 
fairer light, and would” Bave us believe they 
have 2 better meaning than is uſually faggeſted. 
And God forbid that we ſhould take things by the 
worſt handle, or make that breach wider, whoſe 
cloſure we ſhould endeavour to thake up with 4 


threw himſelf on behalf of 'his Country into the 
gaping Gulf. Indeed no/'price can be too great 
| not 
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in oppolition to Popery,; 
net part with for all-the tempting - charms- of 


> 


Charity :and - Love :- 'and + God- knows, * in - the 
preſent caſe *ris evident , that the excuſes which 
are fram'd in the Romaniſls behalf are ſhort and 
frivolous; ner beſides can any man be efteem'd 
a Roman Carholic by. admitting the ' DoQtines 
of- that Church in his own private or fome more 
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* , IV, Fhe Motive which deſerves the next place is 
the Safety of the King's Perſon,: and the Prerogative 
of the Crown,which hath no higher or mare neceſſary 
appendent than his Supremacy in his Dominions in 
a}l Cauſes. Eccleſiaſtical and Secular, according to 


' knevid,He- the'powers inveſted in the (k). FewiſhKing under the 
"xk & Law, and exerciſed by. the firlt (/) Chriſtian 
po goed Emperours. | | 

. ?Tis obviouſly knowu how deſtructive both toitſelf 

and the Community is the, Parenerſhip of Regal 

Power 3... but this mult , be infioitely miſchievous 

when: ſhared by-a -Foreinerz, whoſe intereſts are ne- 

ceſlarily contrary to thoſe of our Prince and Nation, 

as the Popes certainly are.. Bur this miſchief ſtays 

notwithin the aforeſaid bounds; for the Pope is 

not.content with a bare Co-ardination, but demands 

n Belt.de om, hE Preference - for . his; : ſpiritual... Sword/, , and 

goat. 1.5. Claims power to. depole. Kings and diſpoſe uf 
Suar qa ge Kinodoms. | | = 

a» oo /oq This we: learn \at large from (m) Bellarmin, 


'Suar. defeiſ. Juarez; THrrecremerd, Catd, Perron, Thome Aquin, 


7 by 3* Ledeſma, ulderiv:s toipaſs by:innumerable others, 
ſum.eccl,.c. 14. all whoſe 'VVorks were publiſhe by Authority, 
Thom. Aquin. and. fo own'd- as conſonant -to.. the Dofrines of 
1 4 wh 36 the Church, to. which; may. be added- the Pope's 
Ledeſ. Theol. definition y.,who makes it authentib Law in theſe 
mor. Fra: 7"; Words HE ſay. and : aafing: | awd. pronounce that it is 
D: Thom. 2+ 24 <feealy neceſſary tv- gh for:every. human ages 
$0 ture: to be ſubjett ts- the Biſhop. of ' Rome. ,_ and this 
as Law of Pope (1), Beniface- the: Eighth's. making, 
obedientia c. 1. he efleRually commented + on bimlſelf,;. of whom 
un ſence C0), Platineſays51 That he made ih his buſines: ts 
wits Inc, 3+ AVE 47k Fake away Kingdoms , to expel. —_ ana 
v1 ik reſtore: 
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reſtore thems at his pleaſure. All which, that it 

might want no Santion or Anchority to render it 

the Doctrine of the Church, is juſtified inthe third 

and fourth (p) Lateran (ouncil, the Council of Lions, p cmeil. taer.. 
the Council of Coxftance, all which call themſelves cx. 27. 10m. 


General, and therefore ſpeak the Dodrine of the pqporhg 97 
'Church.. lat. 4. Can. 3." 


What has been done in this kind fince the days 79%.2%P 15 
of Gregory the Seventh - throughout Europe would ts. TX 
fill a large Volume, in the bare- Narration ,.f- 4:4: Concit. 
whoever has a mind to ſce thoſe black Annals — 
need; not conſuit Proteſtant Writers, but read ad 469. 
Baronius or Platina, and there he will Catisfie 
himſelf, Behold at large the Jaſt and greater 
Triumphs :of the Capitol]: Crowns and Scepters 
and the necks of Emperors and Kings trampled 
upon in great: Seli-denial by Chrif's humble Vicar,. 
their- Realms. and Countries taken . from them 
and involy'd in blood by the Leintenant of the 
Prince of Peace : Subjets diſcharg'd from their 
Allegiance jn the right of him , who. himſelf 
diſown's the being. a- divider aud a Judge z and 
in a- word,. the whole world made his Kingdom, 
who- pretends his intereſt deriv'd from our Lord: 

Zeſm , who: dilclaim'd the having a kingdom of 

tiis World, So that it was not ſaid amiſs b 
Paſſayantins, That the Devil made tender of all. the 

King doms of the World and the glory of them. to our. 

Lord Chriſt, but he refuſed them 5; afterwards he 

made the ſame offer to- his Viear the Pope," and he 

4 hung EAT? it or be —_—_ as 

fallins down axd worſbippings: \\The Exp ſb Reader 
ani to- be. [atisfied in--matrer of:. Fact 

"i may 
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The Ettaviſhed Religion | 
may pleaſe to conſult the ( q ) Hiſtory of Papiſh Tree- 


ſons and ſarpations novlong ſince written by Mr, Foulie, 
ro paſs by others who. have allo dealt in thar 


Subject, 


At preſerit I ſhall only add that although our 
neighbouring Princes have difficulty enough given 
them by this Univerſal Monarch, who-.like his 
Predecefſors in Heathen Rowe, makes it a piece of 
his Prerogative to have Kings his Vaſlals, yer 
they ofcen help themſelves by ſome Advantages 
which our Sovereign 1s not allowed. The moſt 
Chriſtian King jhas his - Capirularies., Pragmatic 
Sanivns, Concordats, and the Privileges of -the 
Gallican Church to plead upon occaſion, And his 
Catholic Majeſty as the eldeſt Son of the Church 
has feveral Rights of. Primopeniture., eſpecially 
in the Kingdom of $1c/y.. . But. rhe-Ctown of Zxg- 


-land is not to be treated with ſuch rcſpe&7 ir alas 
ever {ince the days. of Henry the Second or at leaſt 


King Fohs is held in fee of the Pope, and we are 
in hazard to be. called unto account for the Ar- 
rear of z000; Markes per Annam payable: evetince 
that time. : And Cardinal (r ) Aiken: has given it 
for _ Canon Law, That without the approbation 
of the See _Apgſtolic none can bt lawful King or Queen of 
England:by reafax of the aptient Accord made between 
Alkcxanderrhe- Third 91 the \ytar 117i. and Henry 
the. Second they King when he was abſolv'd for the death 
of. $« Thomas of "Canterbury: Thi no man might 
berwfully take thats. Crown; nor be atcounted 'as King, 
2»4Þ he«were:conferened. bythe Soer night Paſtor of vpr 
fouls wwheth. for. tht Fime frontal bes Thu accord bring 
eftetwards renewed bout th year 12.40 by King John, 


wha confirmed He ſame by. vach\ ro. Pandulphus nhe 
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Pophs Leg ate #y the fpeciat requeſt nnd procutcemiend- 


of the Lords and Communs 48 4 th 
for the preſervation of the Realms from the unjuſt 
wſurpation of Tytants, awd avoiding other inconveniences 
which they hid proved, &c. But if this: be bar 
the ſingle Opinion? of a probable Door, we may 
have the ſame afſerted by an infallible one, Pope 


(1) [#nocent the Fourth, who before his College / Mar. Paris, . 


of Cardinals, and therefore in likelihood > Ca- 
theara , deelares, that-the King of England was 
hit Vaſſal , nay , to ſpeak trath ,. his Slave, From 
hregce it is that the ſucceeding Popes have been 
fo free on all occaſions of turning out of doors 
theſe their Tenants upon every Diſpleaſure ahd 
kettle per. Not to- mention the old Miſ-adventures 
of Richard the Second , King John, &c. Hence 
it was thar (t ) Paul the Third ſent againſt King 
Hex#y the Eighth, in the year 1538.. his #errible 


chundring Bull, as the Author of the Hiftoty of 14 c:c.Tient, 
the Council of Trent calls it, ſuch as; never was (+ +48 1535. 


aſed by his Predeteſſors - nor imitated by his Succeſſors 3 
in the Puniſhments to the King were deprivation of 
his Kingdom, and to his adders of ' what ſoewer 
they peſſeſt', communilivie -his | Subjetts fo deny hims 
Obedience, and Strangers to have ahy Commerce in 
that Kingdom, and all ts take Arms againſt, and 
to perſecute both himſelf 4nd his followers, granting 


them their Eſtates and Gods \ for their prey., and. 


their Perſons. for their Slovess Ulpon like. rerms 
(nu) Paw the Fourth would not acknowledge 


Queen 


hug moſt weceſſary 


An, 1253s 
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Queen Elizabeth, becauſe the Kingdom was 4 Fee 
of the Papacy , and it was audaciouſly done of her 
' fo aſſume it without bis leave : And therefore 
x Cambd.Eliz, (x) Pig the Fifth went on, and fairly depoſed her 


nn 570; 6up. BY Dis Bull, dated Febr. 25. 1570» bur becauſe the 
lar, Tow,z, ſtubborn Woman wan _ be _ - all 
P-393- this, Pope (y) Gregory the Thirteenth depoles her 
Alarenſoy apain, and having two hopeful Baſtards to provide 
An-1578%, for, to the one he gives the Kingdom of Eglaxd, 


to the other that of /relaud. Nor was ſhe unqueen'd 

2 Cambd,£liz, enough by all this, bur (z) Sixius Quinta gives away 
her Dominions once more to the King of Sp4iz : and 
* Cambd.Eliz; after all, whennothing of all this would thrive, * Cle- 
ment the Eighth ſends two Breves for failing into 

England, one to the Laity, the other to the Cler Ys 
commanding them not to admit any other but a Ca- 
tholic, thoughnever ſo near in blood, tothe Suc- 
ceſſion ; in plain terms, to exclude the Family of 
our Sovereign from the Crown. When King 
Fames was come in notwithſtanding thoſe Breves, 
the Gun- powder Plot was contrived to throw 
kim out again 5. and when that had occaſion'd the 
State for -irs own Security to require the taking 
of an Oath of Allegiance, Paw! V. ſent his Breves 
with - all ſpeed to forbid the taking of it ; and 
for fear thoſe might be. forgotten in time, in the 
year 1626, | Urban VIII. ſends again to forbid his 
beloved Sens, the Catholics of England, to take that 
pernicious and unlawful Oathof Allegiance. Yet moregin 
- the late unnatural Rebellion in #elaxd, the epel 6h. 
JGLOTY tholics 


+ Dat, May 30. 
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tholicks, as now. they call themſelves, ſubmitted 
thar unhappy Kingdom to his aforeſaid Holineſs 
Pope (4) Urban, to paſs by other offers no leſs trea- a £114 Orre- 
ſonable : and after that, as we are credibly informed, 5 9M 1 
Pope -/zwocext the Tenth beſtowed it as a Favour bis Litter, 
on his dear Siſter, and. much dearer Miſtris Dox4 
Olympia, And ſure we have all the reaſon in the 
world to believe that every thing of this will be done 
again when the old Gentleman at Rome is pleaſed to 
be angry next, has a mind to gratife a neighbour 
Prince, -or wants a Portion for a Son, or a Favour 
for a Miſtris. And as it. is, the Papiſts of England 
bave bur this one excuſe for that mortal fin of obedi- 
ence to their Heretic Prince ; (6) that they are not b Watlon's 
ſtrong enough to carry 4 Rebellion : And truly *twere 99divers. f 
great pity theſe men ſhould be entruſted with-more 5,175 vaen- 
power, who give us ſo many warnings beforchand tis, aad others. 
how rhey are bound to uſe it. | | 

But to. all this the Roman Catholics have one 
ſhort reply, That they are the moſt Loyal Sub- 
jeas. of his Majeſty : and have ſignally approved 
their duty by their ſervice and fidelity in the laſt 
War. To this I ſay in ſhort, that as bad as Pope- 
ry is, 1donor think it can eradicate in all its Vo- 
taries their natural conſcience; no. Plague was e- 
ver fo fatal as to-leave. no Perſon uninfeted , bur 
alwayes ſome have ſcapt *irs fury. The caſe is * 
fully ſtated by King (c) Fames of famous memory, . whw-Toaked 
As on one part, many honeſt men, ſeduced with ſome Er- his wo ks, 
rors of Popery, may yet remain good and faithful Sub- Þ: $24 


jects 5, ſo on the other part, none of thoſe that truly know 


and believe the whole grounds and School concluſions of 
C their 
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TheEttabliſhedReligion 
their Dotrines,can ever prove either good Chriſtians, or 
good Subjetfs, To ſpeak the plain truth, 'and whar 
the inſolent boaſts of Papiſts makes neceflary to. 


. be told them, whatever was done then , was no 


trial ar all of Loyalry. The hte Rebels found ir 
neceffary for the countenancing 'their cauſe to 
make a loud pretence againſt Popery , and to 
have the benefir of ſpoiling ' them : bo thar the 
Roman -Catholicks did not ſo mach ptve aiſhſtance 
to the King, as receive Pratedtion from him. 
When they ſhall have -adher'd to. their Prince in 
{pight of rhe commands of their holy Father the 
Pope, and defended their Sovereign and hisRights, 
when it was not their intereſt to do ir, they will 
have ſomewhat worth the 'boaſtins ; As the caſe 
now ſtands, they had berter hold their 'peace, and 
remember that the Sons' of another Church ſerved 
their King as faithfully as they, though they 
talk leſs of irs But fince they will needs have the 
World know what good SubjeQs they have been, 
let them take this ſhort acconnt from the Anſwer 
to the (d) a4polopy for the Papifls, Printed 41. 1667, 
Iz Ireland there were whole - Armies of Iriſh and 
Emxzliſh that fought againſt his Majeſty ſolely upon 
the atcount of your Relignn, In England # 7s true 
ſome came in "voluntarily to affiſ® him, but many 
more of you were hunted into his Garriſons by them 
that knew you would bring ' him little help, and 
ranch hatred. And of thoſe that fought for him as 
long as his Fortune flood, when that once declined, 2 
great part even of them fell from him. And from 
rhat time forward you that "were \always null deen#'d 
Catia- 


in-oppolition to Popery; 

Cavaliers where were you? In all thoſe weak efforts 
of gaſping Loyalty what did you? You complied, and 
flattered, and gave- ſugared words to the Rebels then, 
4s you do to the Royalliſts now; You aadreſſed your 
Petitions to the Supreme Authority of this Nation the 
Parliament of the Commonwealth .of England. You 
affirmed that you has generally taken, and punttually 
kept the Engagement. Tou promiſed, that if you might 
but enjoy your Religion, you would be the moſt quiet 
and uſeful Subjects of England. Tou provd it in 
theſe words : The Papiſts of England would be bound 
by their own intereft, the flrongeſt Obligation among ſt 
wiſe men, to. live peaceably and thanfully in the pri- 
wate exerciſe of their Conſcience , and becoming 24i- 
ners by ſuch compaſſions, they could not ſo reaſonably 
be diſtruſted as the Prelatic party which were liſers. 
If this be nor: enough to evidence the ſingular 
loyalty of Papiſts in. the late War, they may 
hear a great deal more of their vertue celebrated 
from their Petitions and public Writings in my 


(E ) Lord Otrery's anſwer to Peter Welſh his Letter. c P12 x1, 15, 


And becauſe in thoſe Writings they are ſo ready *c- 
tro throw the firſt ſtone againſt the late Regicides, 
they would do well to clear themſelves from the 
guilt of that Sacred blood which is charged 


home upon them by the Avſwerer of (t ) Philanax (py, cc. 


Anglicws, who has not yet been controuled for that 
accuſation, 


V. To this barbarous infolence of Excommu- 
nicating and Depoſling Kings may ſucceed the 


uſual conſequent of that, but greater .prodig 
C 2 21 
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of Tyranny, the putting whole Nations under In- 
zerdift, and depriving tnem of all the Officesand 
comforrs of Religion, and that generally with- 
out any other provocuton , "than that the Prince 
has inſiſted on his juſt rights, or the people per- 
formed: their neceflary duty, Hiſtory is full of 
inſtances hercof, Within the compaſs of one 
Age., I mean the eleventh (g) Century ,. almoſt 
all the Nations of Exrope fell under this Diſci- 
pline, France, England, Scotland, Spain, and Germa- 
#y; and ſome of them ſeveral times over ; and 
ſo it has gone down in following Ages. The nature 
of the puniſhment we may learn from (h) Matthew 
Paris, . who deſcribing the Interdi& in the days 
of King Fohy, which laſted . amongſt us for fix 
years, three months, and fourteen days, ſays, 


There ceaſed throuzhout England all Eccleſiaſtical 


Rites', Abſolution aud the Euchariſt to perſons in 
their laſt Agonies, and the baptizing of . Infants 
onuly excepted ; alſo the bodies of the dead were 
arag'd out of Cities and Villages, and buried like 
the Carkaſſes of Dogs in the high-ways and ditches 
without any prayers or the Sacerdotal' Miniſtry, One 
would imagine that he who pretends to hold his 
Empire from the Charter of paſce eves, the feeding 
of Chriſts Sheep would find himſelf concerned not 
to deſtroy and ſtarve them, or withhold from 
them their ſpiritual fovd for almoſt ſeven years 
rogether ; an unuſual preſcript for abſtinence in 
order unto health, But we may not wonder at all 
this; for (i) paſce oves with a Roman Comment 
means all Coertion- and Dominion ; and they = 

tAKe 
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take away: the Scriptures and half the Communion 
from the Laytyare not to be controul'd, .if they alſo 


withhold the. other offices of piety. 


VI. A farther conſideration may. be the Laws 
of the Land, which. in- cale of Popery muſt be 
contenc to. truckle. under the. Canan Law , . and 
occaſional Bulls of: his Holineſs, - or Leganttne 
Commiſſions: : The proceedings of the Courts in 
weſtminſter - veiling -to Prohibitions and Appeals to 
Rome , againſt which a Premunye:will be' a weak 
fence in Bar to the. plenitude of: the 'Apoſtolic: 
Powers . and to. murmur or. diſpute. any thing: 
will be eſpecially to. new Converts, interpreted 
Herefie, a word of ſo ſharp an importance , - as 
not .to. need a Comment, There ts: a ?Fradition- 
that heretofore the Gentlemen of the. long Robe 
were . in that mean,cſtate as to ply at. rmeftminſter 
Hall. Gate as - now . Watermen.: do - at- the Stairs 
for. a Fare., ler the. Praticioners in that noble 
Profefſion. conſider. whether ſome ſuch thing would 
not in. earneſt be. the conſequent of Popery, . And 
the.reſt of the People. of Exgl/avd would do well 
to..think . whether they are fitted .for a Journey 
to Rome, as: often as they ſhall be called thi-- 
ther : I do not- mean: the , divertiſement: of Tra- 
vel, or devotion. of . Pilgrimage , bur the: com«. 
pulſion of Citations from that. Court, where the- 
attendance and expence is not- likely to be leſs - 
than formerly it was, when it occaſioned: -the-. 
groans and ſad. complaints.. of our :Fore-fathers ; 
which though they have eſcaped , our _— 

menta 
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-mental knowledge! fufficiently': appear in' all our 

k R. Hoved: ( þ ) Hiſtories. ' Qrcſhonld rhe Engliſh Law have 

bn is{, (OMe quarter given; it, and be' allowed 3 little 

| Chamber praiſe, this muſt be only in reference 

1 Council. Trid, to. the Layty. All-( 4) Ecclefiaſtics. are under a 

Seſſ« 25 more perfe& difpenſation ,: + and: only. accountable 

to. the Apoſtolic ' See. cither':for their Actions or 

concerns, the: benefits of which: though the Secu- 

lar Prieſts ſhare ir: ſome proportion, the Regyu- 

lars much. more — enjoy , veing owned 

5R. Coucil. the: (92). as bu Soulazers and Pretorian 

Trident 4 3 DA: vader the Generals of their feve« 

ral Orders, maintained indeed ar' the coſte of the 

Countries: where: they live, bur: for the ſervice of 

their Sovereign abroad. to whom "they owe an 

entire/andblind obedience :: And, that they may give | 

no. Hoſtages to the Stare! where they reſide, are 

forbidto'marry. So that if Popery-ſhould prevat!; 

wemuſt, befides all charges neceffary to ſecure our 

ſelves:from forreign enemies borh by Land and'Sea, 

conſtantly. maintain. ai vaſt Army of poſſibly an 

tundred thouſknd men',. for fuch- were the: old: 

numbers, to: aflure our flavery- to- the Roman 

Yake.  /Nor are theſe Priviledges- of the Church 

only perſounal,. the: places themſelves which theſe 

religious men: poſſeſs are:hallowed into Sanctuaries, 

and give\protection/-unto- any criminal thar' treads 

within their threſholds, the moſt horrid Murther 

or barbarous' Villany: is-to- have the Benefit of 

the. Clergy., and if the MalefaQtor have but time 

tq »ftep: intw- a Cloyſter, he fears no farther 
proſequtionm: 7 


VII. But 


VII. But 'befides rhe inconvenience of ſubmit- 
ting 'to-4 foreign Law, that certain mark of (la- 
very , and: the- intolerable burthens that ateend its 
execution-, it will be of: moment to adyife how 
well our Property and intereſt 'in our eſtates will 
ftandfecut'ds And though 'when Princes are upon 
their '#00d behaviour, 4o. be difleized of :their :do- 
minions , whenever they offend his :Holineſs of 
Ryme, the Peſant or the Gentleman have 1no grea: 
reaſon 10: expe@cundemnity:; ':yert ſhould. theFarm 
or Manor-honſe 'be: too low 1a «mark for:the Roman 
Thunderer to level ar, *cis 'not-to be imagined the 
Lord Abbots and the ' Lands of all Religions hou- 
ſes will be paſt Sy as trifles.' The Church ts ever | 
a Minot, and cannot be preſcribed againſt :by time, . 
| or bbarr'd in her <claims, and our holy: Father oor 
of his Paternal care will find himſelf concern'd to. 
vindicate the Orphan commirted to his truſt. Some. 
perchance who -enjoy thoſe Lands 'think: they :;need - 
not apprebend -any thing, \becauſe they thold: un- 
der As of Paliament:- But they -who -imapine 
this, ſhould confider, that the ſame flrength that. 
can repeal thoſe Laws that 'eſtabliſh Proteſtancy, . 
may alſo do as much for thoſe which ſuppreſs Re- 
ligious houſes :'' and 'no! body /can 'tell what the 
force and ſwing of -a violen turn ,/. eſpecially in 
England, may produce, where we ſeldom proceed 
with coldneſs or reſerve. Ads of reſumption are 
not things unheard of in ours, or in forrein ſtories. 
Nor is the conſeft ofthe Pope:in Queen(#) Ma- n ran » of - 
ries days @ better ſecurity 5 . for-in. caſe of a —_— Phil, & Mary; 
Oo 


CITE 
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of Religion all thoſe grants will be interpreted a 
bare 'permiſſion; and that conditional in order to 
the great'end of reclaiming, an heretical Kingdom, 
which not” being then-accepted of, and: finally ſub» 
mitted to. - will not-be «chought-obligatory when 
Papifts'by-their own* $kill ' or; 4ntereſt-have..gotten 
the power into'their hands, [King Charles the Firſt 


© Treaty at the Fielded -atithe Tſle of (o) Wight that the Church 


ands ſhould be. leaſed out: for-99 years, in order 
to :4 preſent. peace:;:and ſertlemeng- of all. things, 
througty dhe-interpoſition!; of. /a: powerful, and vig- 
lent FaGtion it-was :nat- then: accepted. of : Does 
any :man "think the.: Obligation of leaſing for 99 
years remains now2 .:Let our, Lay-Abbots apply 
this to pheir caſe.” and. then- judge: wnether- they 
upon a:revolutian dill be more ſqcure, of their 
Poſſeſiondthan'theJate Purchaſers-werg:;; ; or whe- 
thet.' thoſe. Purchaſers were-; not. as confident of 
tranſmitting. their Acquifitions; to /3heir poſterity 
as any: poſleſſor :of::Charch Lands naw -is:;or. bas 
been. » The Kink rob Frances. net [leng;fince has 
redeemed-'back: to the Crown: :'thoſe, demeſnes 
'which belong'd to it.,- paying; back ſuch. ſumms 
as were really laid out':by the Purchaſers; and 
allowing:the' mean profits. as intereſt; for the mo- 
ney ſo laid' out : Which method; of procedure has 
been defended. by: very 'conſiderable Arguments to 
be juſt and! cquirable. .If, the. money expen- 
ded-on the 'Church penniworths at ' the ' diflolu- 
tion of Religious houſes: were now- refunded, and 
| the advantege of. aboye 100- years profit already 
' received 'were thrown in to the: bargain , though. 
| the 


. a . q , 6 T 06", wht 97 ” : 
En 7 72 On RO OR EC OE II OR 
—— __—_ - hs "a> > v "1 3 ; Yaſs £ he 


tn oppoſition to Popery. 
the preſent Proprictaries would have an. ill \ex- 
change ,. yet. there. would be ſo much plauſible- 
neſs in the grounds of it, as in the zeal and heat 
of a turn would not be eaſily controul'd , efpe- 
cially if ir be farther preſt, that the firſt claim 
from the Ads of Parliament ſuppreſſing Church 
Lands appear ro be not full and peremptory ; the 
Lands of the firſt ſuppreſſion in the 27. year of 
Henry 8. not ſeeming to intend an alienation to 
common and ſecular uſes, bur to have been veſt- 
ed in the King in truſt, that the revenues mighet 


be employed (p) to the pleaſare of Almighty God, and to P Cp: 28. 


the honour and profit of this Realm, As to the ſecond 
in 31 year of Hemry 8. The AQ ſuppoſes, and is 
built upon the alicnations legally ,made by the 
reſpe&ive Religious Houſes and Corporations , 


who are ſaid (q) of their own woluntary.minds , good,q CP: 13, 


wills and aſſents, without conſtraint, coattion, or compul- 
fron of any manner of perſon or perſons, by the due order 
and courſe of the common Laws of this Realm of Eng- 
Land , azd by their ſufficient writings, of Record under 
their Covent and common. Seals, &c. Now to the ve- 
rifying of theſe particulars a great many doubt- 
ſul circumſtances and nice points of Law are eafi- 
ly drawn in as requiſite , the ſuggeſting whereof 
in the forementioned caſes however ſlight and ifri- 
volous they may be, no body can tell what force 
they will have when dilated on by a Roman Ca- 
tholic Advocate, and interpreted by an infallible 
Legiſlator. That all this is not an idle dream, 
ſuggeſted ro make Popery odious , will be mani- 


felt to any one who will take pains to read what 
: a 
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a' French Marqueſs ' of that Religion /has lately 
written 0n this very fubje&, who having  repre- 

r Traiite de la fented us as a (r) People without Friends, without Faith, 

| # 6-5 , without Religion , without Probity, without any juſtice, 

p >'3. ' miſtruſtful, inconſtant to the utmoſt extremity, crael, im- 
patients , gurmanaizers , proud, andacions, covetous, fit 
only for handy: firokes and readyexecntion; bat incapa- 
ble of nanaging a War, with diſcretion. Aﬀeer this 
friendly character. he proceeds ro ſhew by what 
wayes and methods we are ta be deſtroyed, which 
are firſt, to put ws to the expences of a War, and by rai- 
fing of forces create a jealonfie between the King and his 
People, Then, to amuſe us with fears of invaſion. Third- 
ly, To flir up the ſeveral Parties among us, and to. 
favour one Sett apainſt another , eſpecially the Catholics , 
promiſing ſecretly to the Benediitines as from the King 
sf England, which they will eaſily believe , that they 
ſhall be reftored to all that they formerly poſſeſt, accord- 
ing to the Monaſticon lately printed there : wherenpos, 
fayes this worthy Author, #e Monks will move 
heaven'and earth, and the ((atholics will declare them- 
felves. "Tr will not- be material to tranfccibe the 
whole defistt laid down for our deſtruction by this 
bold Writer, - which with all other Machinations, 
the providence of God, and the: prudence of his - 
Sacred Majeſty wil} wee hope fruſtrate, This is 
enough to fhew that there are perſons in the 
world, who can yet nourifh hopes of deftroying 
the Nation, and repoſlefling the Lands of the 
Church , and in printed books make a publick 
profeſſion of theme. 


Bur 
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But if one general A of Reſumption ſhould 
not difleize at oae ſtroke all the Lay-Poſleſſors of 
Chruch-Lands, *ris plain that in caſe of Popery, 
by retail they will be all drawn in, for what Pa- 
piſt in his laſt Agonies will obtain Abſolution 
without ſatisfaQion firſt made to Holy Church, 
for the Goods facrilegiouſly derained > Or how 
will he eſcape the lying in Purgatory at leaſt, and 
frying there for ſeveral thouſands of years, who 
inſtead of having benefit from the Indulgences of 


the Church, 1s ſolemnly (/{) curſed and-anathe-, Couit, 7:44. 
matized with the worſt of Heretics in the Bulle ($5.22 'nlls 


Cenz, as allo the Declaration of the Counct! of 


Trext , upon the ſcore of being Robbers 'of the paſſin. 


Church, *Tis not to be hoped they ſhould have any 
benefit from the ſpiritual Treaſure. of the. Church, 
who, have enriched themſelves with that real and 
material Treaſure belonging to her, which is the 
only" price that buyes' the other. Indeed, they 
who, without the plea of a precedent right, in few 
centuries gain'd to themſelves a fifth part of-:the 
whole Kingdom, will not: doubt in a much ſhorter 
time, having the fore-mentioned pretences to 're- 
cover it again, even the fix hundred forty five Abbies, 
whereof twenty ſeven had their Abbots, Peers of 
Exoland ; The ninety Colleges, two thouſand three hun- 
dred ſeventy four Chantries and free Chapels, aud one 


hunared and ten Hoſpitals, (t) which (belides the lel- ; wi bf 
fer Diflolutions of Templars, Hoſpitalers, Friers 9 Hen. s. 


Alien, and others that preceded) fell together 
under the hands of King Herry VIE. : | | 
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VIIE It would be farther weigh'd in refcrence 
'to the Wealth and flouriſhing of the Kingdom, 
and what is neceflarily required thereto, the Pre- 
ſervation of Trade, and the value of Lands and 
Rents;-thar the more Popery growes , the more 
will Idlencſs increaſe, the more  Abbey-Lubbers, 
rhat is, perſons exempred from contributing in 
any kind to the uſes of a State cither in Var or 
Peace, and yet maintain'd as drones on others 
: ſweat and Jabours. The more it. increaſes, the 
more will Celibate or. fingle life prevail z the 
more Daughters will be ſent ro Nunneries abroad, 
till they can be fix'd at home, the more men 
will turn Prieſts and Friers, and ſo leſs people 
in the Nation which -already has too few. [And 
that the numbers-/in thoſe Societies may be ſure 
to be full, it is a known and cuſtomary praQtice 
to..entice and ſpirit away Children from their 
Parents into: their Covents, from whence they 
cannot :be; withdrawn without -Sacriledge, Of 
this: abuſe complaint was: made long ago in behalf 
v Sermon pea» of the Engliſh Nation, to the Pope by (s) Rich, 
ched before ihe p;z 2. Ralph, called Armachanus, tAnno 1360, though 
Pope and Car _. , ; ; 
dinals at Ave Without redreſs. LZay-mes, ſays he, refrain from 
nion. fending. their Sons to the Univerſities fearing to have 

them takers ewiy from them, chuſing .rather to keep 

their Sons at home, and breed them to Huibanary, 
than to loſe them by ſending them to the Schools : In 
my time there were thirty thouſand Students in Oxtord, 
and now there, are, uot. ſix thoaſand., and the preat 
cauſe of this decreaſe in numbers u the aforeſaid cir- 
8 Cum- 
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cumventing of Touth, To this Accuſation (x) williams * 1n defenſuriv 


Widford, a begging Frier, makes anſwer in his 
Apology for his Order , by undertaking to prove, 
That it is very lawful to entice Children into their 
Covents- without their Parents conſent. Since the 
Reformation, what Arts have been uſed to 
People the Seminaries abroad, is a thing .too 
notorious to need an account, if any defire 
ſatisfaction therein he may have it from Mr. 
wadworth's Engliſh Spaniſh Pilgrim. As by this en- 
gaging of the Yourh in Monaſtcries ard Nunne- 
ries there will be many more idle hands, ſo by 
the. more Holy-days which will be kept there 
will be the leſs work donez conſequently whar 
is done will be ſo much the dearer, an ill ex- 
pedient for promoting of Trade, for four dayes 
work muſt perhaps. maintain a man and his 
Family ſeven® The more Popery encreaſes, the 
leſs Fleſh will be eaten, a third part of the 
year being one way or other Faſting days, be- 
ſides particular Penanccs, as good an expedient 
for Rents, as the former was for Trade. To 
ſalve this, I expe& the Papiſts ſhould tell us, 
That great numbers of Forreiners of that Reli- 
gion will come and live among us, and ſupply 
by their numbers the other inconveniences : but 
the Engliſh Artificers and Merchants are aJready 
ſenſible of the miſchiefs which thoſe interloping 
Strangers which are here already do among us, 
and defire no new Colonies : Beſides, *tis obvi- 
ous to any common underſtanding, that it the 
admiſion of Popery bring in Forreiners, the 
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 difcouragement of  Proteſtancy. will in greater 


and wore difadvantageons -proportions drive: our 
Natives: and though it be not certain who 


.will gain by che change ; *cis mantſeſt that the 


true Engliſh Intereſt will be a loſer by it, 


IX. But to proceed, Popery will wring out of þ1 ivate 
perſons 4 vaſt expence in Maſſes, Dirges, Mortua- 
ries, Penances, Commutations, Pilgrimages, 1:.- 
dulgences, Tents, Firſt Fruits, Appeals, Inve- 
ftitures, Palls, Peter-pence , Proviſions , Exem- 
ptions, Collations, Devolutions, Revocatione, 
Unions, Commendams, Tolerations, Pardons , 
Jubilees, &#c. paid to Pricſts, the Pope and his 
Officers; which upon computation amounted to 
above three cimes the Kings Revenue, a great part 
thereof carricd out of the Kingdom 1n a time when 
the Indies had not filled it with GoNd and Silver. 
The tyranny was fo intolerable, that the whole 
Nation proteſted againſt ir in their Letter to 
the Council of (y) Zyozs, 4nuwo 1245, Wherein 
among other things they declare, That tbe 1tali- 
62s received hence yearly above fixty thouſapd Marks, 
befides all ether payments it the See of Rome, and 
carried out of the kingdom a greater revenue than the 
King . had, who was Tutar to the Church and was 
zo. ſuport the charge of the State, Which com- 
plaint yet had no other anſwer than delays, and 
2 ſevere example to tetrifie them , 1mmediately 
made upon the Emperour Frederick the Second, 
az2ainſt whom his Holineſs Izzocewt the Fourth 
then Pope, to uſe the words of the Acts of the 
Council 
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Council, (z) Pronounced and thundred” out the * ©: 45. 


Sentence of Excomnnicution , not without | the hore 
your and amazement of all hearers and by-flanders,. 


Only the Annats or Firſt Fruits of Biſhopricks - 


as they were compured in * Parliament , Anno." Heb. Fiſt 
k - Mi King Hen. 8, 
1532. ina few years came to au hundred fixty ,".*, 


theuſaud pound ſterling; it would be endleſs to 
audit the whole Account. As England was by 


the Popes ſtiled an Þ znexhanſtible pit , lo wie 7 Now. Fuck 
there no bounds ſet to the induſtry of them *F '*i* 


who attempted to drain it. After a ſad com- 
plaint of the Rapine, Avarice, and Tyranny 


of the Pope and his Officers among us , (4) Afat- * 480 1237: 


thew Parus breaks out into theſe words, we 
might there ſee heart breaking grief, the cheeks of 
piows perſons drown'd in tears , the dolefnl moan that 
they made , and the ſighs which they multiplied, ſaying 
with bleeding groans, It were better for 14 to die, 


than behold the calamity of our Country and pious - 


People of it. woe to England , who heretofore was 
Princeſs of Provinces , and Ruler of Nations., the 
mirrour of Excellence , and pattern of Piety , is now 
become Tribntary , vile perſons have trampled upon 
her , and ſhe # a prey to the ignoble: But aur mani-- 
fold fins have procured theſe iudgements from God, 
whoin his anger for the iniquity of his People has 
made & Hypecrite and Tyrant to rule over them, If 
Almighty God ſhould for the like Provocations 
put us again under the ſame - Egyptian Task- 
maſters, we need not doubt of the ſel-ſame uſage. 
But now, for all this expence ,. 'tis | pleaſant 
to examine What is to. come back to us in cx- 
change ; 
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change 3 even Parchments' full of BenediGtions 
and Indulgences , ſtore of  leaden Seals, Beads, 
and Tickets; Medals, Agnm-Dei's, Roſaries, 
hallowed Grains, and. Wax-candles, ſuch Trat- 
fique that an Indian would ſcarce barter for ; ſuch 
pitiful Gauds that would hardly bribe a child' of a 
year old, and yer this is the goodly price they offer 
tor all the wealth of a whole Nation, 


X. Afﬀer this Tyranny over ' our Eftates in 
the particulars reherſed, there is a very re- 
markable one behind which will well deſerve to 
be conſidered : Ir is (b) Auricular Confeſſions where 
not to mention its il] aſpe& upon Government, 
as being made an Engine of State , and Pick- 
lock of the Cabinets of Princes, ſealing up all 
things from the notice of the Magiſtrate ; bur 
making liberal diſcoveries againſt him ; hereby 
not only the Eſtate, bur Soul and Conſcience of 
every private man are ſubjected to the Avarice 
and :Rapine, and withal the Humour and 
Caprice, the infolence and Pride, 'nay , Luſt 
and Villany of a debauched Confeflor ; Every 
mortal fin upon pain of Damnation muſt Ne 
confeſſed , and - when the Penitent after great 
anxieties has \fteed © himſelf ' from this diſquier, 
he muſt ſubmit to the Penance, however rigo- 
rous, or chargeable, or fooliſh, which the 
Prieſt enjoyns, he and his Family are entirely in 
the power of this Maſter of their ſecrets. 

And: if” this Awe and Empire , however gric- 
vous, Were the' whole Inconvenience *cwere 

| | lome- 
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ſomething . tolerable, ir . being .,to. be hoped, that 
ſo ſevere a Remedy. would affright from Guilt, 
bur the very contrary happens : the- Prieſt 
takes often benefit of the & which he ab- 
ſolves from, and having the advantage of 
theſe two Points, that the perſon whoſe 
Confeſſion he has . taken has loſt Modeſty , 
and that he can abſolve from the Crime, ir 
will be cafie to perſuade the Repetition of 
thar Sin, which his breath can eaſily blow 
away and render none., I. ſhall, not here men- 


tion on. the - other, part,, the. perfuntory Penan- 


ces, Which ſeem. only impoſed--to -invite to fin 
again, and thoſe authorized by a moſt authen- 


tic pattern, that. of the Popes themſelves, for. 

what, Markets may. we not expect -from a. poot . 

Preiſt, when his Holineſs in his: (c) Tax of the c Taxa cancel. 
Apoſtolic  Changery has valued the moſt '-horcid 42% 
crimes at fo. calle rates as a few Groſles , or 


2 Fulio, and eightcen pence or , half a crown 
compounds | for. the _ fouleſt, moſt,  abominable. 
Guilt, ,Nay., ' when 4, Viſit. to... a priviledg'd 
Shrine or Altar, and the bare recital of a 
ſhort Prayer purchaſes pardon for , 100, 500, 
546 , 6646, dayes :.. Nay, for. 750Q, | 10000, , 
1090006 | years, EOS. to the, grants, of ;ſe- 
veral, Popes, to be. ſeen. for..,our great: comfort 
and . e 


| 


the ſtory of that. plump, Conteflor, who for. ſix ? 
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regetition (of ix. Penitential , Pſalms, .. and , when: 
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adviſed the Vortary - to commit Adultery ance 
more, and repear- the whole number, may feem 
a: very ſevere' aft 'of OO » and (beſides 
a- full atonement for paſt fins) fupererogation 
for future ones. _ | 

So -that Vice being brought to this eafie rate, 
beſides: alf. other miſadrentures, unleſs we will 
ftand for- the honour of being Cuckolds, and 
have our poſterity fhare the Tithe which is 
proverbial in Popiſh Countries, to be fils de 
Preftre ; it will concern us to look about us, 
while *cis time, and prevent theſe vile dif- 
honours which 'are ' prepating for us. If it ſhalt” 
be ſaid 5 that 'ris not imaginable men ſhould 
pervert - ſo facred ah | ation, as the receiving 
of Confeffions to * thoſe purpofes 'of villany 

| that are | ſuggeſted. | | F anſwer firſt, That we 
. may without breach- of charity ſuppoſe | that 
thing poſſibly ro be done, which 1s natari- 
ouſly known to have been done : as alfo, that 
the horror of the -crime is competently allay- 
ed by their Do&rine, who. think obly eheba. wg 

e Sleid. comm and not (e) Fornication inconfiſtenr with 'the 

$ 4+ dignity of a Clergy-man, And therefore the 

| ” N of great Clergy-men and Popes have 
in all' Ages been owned. and preferred, aid 

F Corr. Aprip. moreover  { f') fornication has been allowed 'to 

6 de texweid, Prieſts and Friers in compenſation for their 

reftraint from marriaoge.,, three or foure VVhares 

as part of their ſpiritual | preferment. I (ay , 
' all: this being put petty thete” will be, little 

hoges:' to preſerve honour' in Families, wits 
| | , @ 
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Xb Afecr, all this there fill temains '« far 


ther. reaſon why we . (bould. refiſt the - groath 


of Popery x, even the: moſt preſfing that can be 
urged, Self-preſervation, to avoid. Impriſonmentr 
and Inquiſition, Fire and Fagor, Maſlacres, 
Racks and Gibbets, the known Methods by 
which. .the Romaniſts ſupport their Cauſe, and 
propagate their-- Fairh, Should thar Se ;pre- 
= , = panes may _ no longer com- 

Un 0 artholomew aay ; the Pariſian Veſpers, 
F hich LD thac date, will be reſumed- rn 
and filence_ all complaints of them or us: and 
as his Holineſs thought fir to celebrate that 


ſs many 'citcumſtagces'. concur together to. betray - 


J3- 


barbarous villany, calling together, as (g) Tha- g Thu. bif. 


anm tells us, his Cardinals ſolemnly zo give * 53: 


thanks to Almighty God for ſo great a bleſſing con- 
ferred upon the Roman See, and the Chriſtian World ; 
nay, a jubilee 'was to be proclamed through the 
'Chriſtian World, whereof the cauſe was ex- 
prefled to give thanks to god for deſtroying in 
France #he enemies of the Truth and of the Church x 
There may be found on this fide the Sea, men 
who. will imitate the Princes of - the hoy 
League, who upon ſuch encouragements from 
the See of Rome, and for the greater glory of 
God , will be ready to conſecrate their hands 
in 8 Maſſacre here with us, Ir 'is vulgarly 
known what was done to the poor Albigenſes 
and Waldenſes ; How any hundred thouſand of 

| Z lives 
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lives the:. planting "of 'the - Romai'''Goſpel \in the: 

Indies colt: What cruelties were practiſed in 

the Low-Countries by the Duke & Alva, what 

blond: in this Ifland' in the days of Queen Afary, 

what deſigned to be ſhed-in the Powder Treaſon, 

| and that by the privity and: direQion ' of 'the 

h Di/q. magic. Pope himſelf as (h)- Delrio informs us in ſpight 

666-1: 33: of all the palliations that are now ſuggeſted : 

who withal adds, that his Holineſs Clement the 

VIII by his Bull a little before - that time, gave 

order that »s Prieſt ſhould. diſcover: any thing that 

came to his knowleag in confeſſion to the benefit of the 

Secular Government : It ſeeming ſafer to theſe 

good men to break all the Obligations of Duty 

and Allegeance, though bound - by Oaths;': than 

violate the Seal of Confeſſion, 'or put'-a' ſtop: to 

that meritorious work, at one moment to de- 

ſtroy their Sovereign . with all his Royal Family, 

his whole Nobility and Senate, and ſubvert: the 

Government of their Native Country, - Bur 

.we need-nat ſeek for inſtances withour 'our own 

i Lord ONCY memories, the carriage .of the (3) 1riſh Rebellion, 

Ha where the Papiſts in a few moneths cu? 7zhe 

throats of about two hundred thouſand innocent Pro- 

reſtants of all Sexes and Ages, cannot© be yer- for- 

gotten... Which A& was' ſo meritorious/ as' to. 

deerve from his Holineſs a moſt! plenary - Indnl- 

kPag61, pence for all-that were concerned in it, (4) ever 

abſolution from- Excommunication,. Suſpenſion, aud all 

othex.. Ecclefaaſtical Sentences and: (enſures by whoni- 

ſoever., vr for. what cauſe ſoever pronotnctd' or inflitted 

npon them, as alſo from ry fons,. treſpaſſes; -tranſereſs 
| 24 


ftons,. 


' floows., erio:t» anddglidquences nhowheinous andathyocinut 
ſoever they be; &cg\. 120 dBA A ally « 41H 


Nor Jet anyman'be ſo fond. to hope: for -- 
better terms , .ot:.Liberty-of Conſcience ,; if+ Po+ 
pery.- ſhould, mowwprevail.;::Let ug.ilaoksinta 
the workd, and! we :ſhall- fee :lon:all bands, that 
nothing is any/ where ſuffered to; grow (cither 
under...ot near | that Sect. . Vhere:.: Proteſtan- 
tiſm has been ſo: ftrongly fix'd a5. not -to be 
batter'd- down: At ace; 4t :has »by »degixes jbeen 
perpetually [undermind: : :\1witneſh,,!,7the:.;{Pros 
ceedings. againſt them in--Polayd , and-' Hungary 
and ſeveral parts of '-Germany ,:the late Per- 
ſecutjons in the ,Vallies'. of. Piedmont, and; the 
methods: uſed in Eran! to demoliſh their |. Tem 
ples,., 2nd diſable them-for; (their Employments;.:- 
and 2lmoſt exclude them from common 'rades.. 

E-need. not enquire ; what is. now. done in UVerechs 

and other acquiſitions of the PFrexch upon the 

Hollander ; this: we 'are; ſure of 3 Whatloever, 

Articles : are; or. can /be' made of favour, and, 
compliance , 'tis' ſomewhat more than a; pro- 

bable (/) Doftrine,. That Faith # wot to be! Conil Cont. 
kept with. Heretics, The Jeluired Romaniſt.. is We ata 4 
at large by : Equivocotions : t6#! :lay;; any thing,” 

and by directing of Intention to do any thing.:, 

they can with a very good conſcience diflemble 

their. own, and pretend to: the . Proteſtant 

Profeſſion, come - to: the devotions -of Heathen 

Idolaters, and that :fromii;exproſs Licence -from, 

his Holineſs, Pope Clement, the;), Eight upon, 

account: of. , which, : we:: m9 'ſays (1m) Tho, 4.72 De conn, 


Feſu, rmfid p854. 
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of Ange!opolis 
78 bis Letter to 
Pope laoc. X. 


| al} - this very good Catholics, Ler any honeſt 


Faſu, be :9yeſent-owirhode. 1 ang ſenable +: 48 the Rithy 
and Os of Iefidels, Heretics and Schiſ- 
waticsy; Nay Peter (+)  Maffejas: makes 'it his 
boaſt; that Ypnearius Loyola: tonttated . the Devil in 
all :hit oenicls., rheats.\ and cunning ,;- to convert 
ſouls:zbapd how: his-followers- have . tranſcrib'd 
that Partern' che world does 'know., - + | 

Yet farther, they, ſome of chem at leaſt, . can 
ſer up 2' new Goſpel, . where their 1s not one 
word * of / the Croſs of.» Qbrift ;/ can: worſhip 
Heathery © Idols” with : thati- pitiful reſerve: of 
having in their - Sleeve _a Crucifix, to ' which 
they privately - dire& their -Adoration.: All 
which-as they":are notorious for. ,'' being com- 
ined of / e6/izhe' {ov )! Pope, fo are” they un- 
cofitroul'd' for ought: appears and permitted by 
him. Indeed 'what converſation can. there be 
with theſe men. who are under no obligations 
of 'Saciety, no Charater of notice or. Ditin- 
Rion ;- who at the: ſame time” are | Prieſts and 
HeRtors; iCaſuiſts and Artificers, Presbyterians; 
Anabaptiſts, Quakers, Theiſts, Atheiſts, and amidit 


ſober - man -judge what kind of Religion this is, 
init felf, and how fit to be encourag'd and ſubmitted 


tos 


XII. To cloſe np all that | has been aid; 
from - uncontroulable Teſtimonies and Proofs, 
we have ſeen *the «influence which Popery. has 
either heretofore'- or \may hereafter have a- 
mongſt - n5- in all che - great- concerns of our 

bf Religion, 


[i ” 
Religon, our” Prince, our Laws; apr Pioperty 
gur *Colloits, Onur Culitieg and. Lives End 
it evidently deſtructive unto all : the inference-feom 
whence can be no! other, but that if: we 'have an 
love of our: Religion, any abhorrence of 'the roſe 
Superſtirios,-Error'or Idolatry ; ary tepi 4ot the 
fafery of His Mafefty, any care of aur. 
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or our 


} 


Eftates, any concernment for the. Strength, the 


Wealth or Numbers of our Nation 4 any deſire to 
hold the Freedom of our Conſcience,.:the: Virtue 


and the Honour: of.our Families 4 and- lafly, "af 


care of Self-Prefervation-;'ro eſcape ISLLQCECY, 2 
the utmoſt rage of perſecution 3 it wilt behoove, us 
to beware of the prevailing of that ſe, in whoſe 
Succefles we have reaſon to expe& to forfeit. alk 
theſe Intereſts, periſh aar ſelves; and 'bequeath- 
Idolatry ' and Beggery .and  Servitude- -t6'-oup 
Poſteriry. 0 EOE0s 5 PHT 
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